
 
Proposed Changes to the ASD Diagnosis:  

A Review of Implications for Early Childhood Programs 
 
A new Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (DSM-5) is currently in development to 
replace the existing DSMV-IV. One of the changes proposed is in the diagnostic criteria for autism and 



Overall, the new definition of ASD is easier to recognize and is perhaps more accurate in capturing the 


